1st, in diminution of the pressure of the blood, which commences after a short period of excitation consecutive upon lesions of nerve centres, and continues to be more distinctly as well as more quickly marked till it reaches a minimum; and 2nd, in a diminution of the frequency of the pulse, which becomes slower in proportion as the pressure falls up to a certain point, when it ceases to fall though the pressure continues to diminish. Yon Bezold attributed the diminution of pressure to direct weakening of the energy of the heart, but Goltz, Ludwig, and Thiry have with much probability attributed the fall of the pressure to vascular paralysis and dilatation of the small vessels consequent on the fact that all the vasomotor nerves of the body arise, as Schiff showed in 1855, in the medulla oblongata, and run in the central portion of the spinal cord. Ludwig and Thiry in the explanation they gave of the fact only take into account the paralysis of the small vessels between the large arteries and veins,, and the contraction of which is the cause of the pressure in the arterial system. It is evident that when these small vessels are dilated in consequence 
